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BCCG FOUNDATION AWARD WINNERS 2014/2015
The BCCG Foundation again received a large number of applications from UK and German students. As mentioned
earlier, in 2014 the Foundation received donations to award grants to 9 more students. Our grant winners come from
all walks of life and backgrounds and many of them eventually become pioneering scientists, politicians, successful
lawyers and entrepreneurs. In the student’s reports on their studies and life abroad, they write enthusiastically about
their experiences at universitites and the social life in such an international environment.
Please read the detailed reports from all of our 2014/2015 foundation winners hereafter. The Foundation award
winners for 2013/2014 were: Tim Karolewicz, Karoline Goebel, Jacqueline Westermann, Sebastian Dingler,
Nicole Strunk, Damián Gvirtz, Lisa Besuch and Eva-Maria Herrlinger, who will start her term abroad in the spring term
only.
Once again, we wish to express our sincere gratitude to our main sponsors of 2014, which are the Anglo-German
Club Hamburg, Bayer AG, the BCCG Golfing Society, British Airways, Claus Budelmann, Clive Kennedy OBE FCA,
Rolls-Royce as well as all the other supporters.
CONTACT
E-mail: foundation@bccg.de
Website: www.bccg.de/foundation

My Studies and Life in Cambridge, UK
I have been living and studying in the UK since October
2014. I decided to move here in order to continue my
academic career with an MPhil in political thought and
intellectual history at the University of Cambridge. Before
I came to the UK, I studied political science and sociology
at the University of Potsdam.
During my studies in Potsdam, I have developed a particular interest in philosophy and intellectual history. The
MPhil in Cambridge seemed to perfectly fit my interests
and my career plans. Especially the fact that I was given
the chance to work independently on my own research
questionings and the high standard of individual supervision in Cambridge attracted me. Until now, my high expectations have been fully satisfied. Besides my own research
and the quality of supervision, I particularly benefit from
the weekly Research Seminar in Political Thought and Intellectual History. Here, MPhil students have the chance
to discuss academic questions with professional scholars
from all over the world. It is incredible how fruitful a college community can be. The College brings together people from various disciplines. So far, this has been one of
the most fascinating things of my life in the UK. I can share
my ideas and perspectives with engineers, biologists and
future teachers; and they share their ideas and visions
with me. But don’t get me wrong: when I speak about
this kind of academic exchange, I do not speak about arid
discussions. Most emblematic of the actual character of
interdisciplinary student life are the daily formal dinners
in the old dining hall of my college, Magdalene College.

Here, concentrated and serious academic discourse is accompanied by a glass of good wine, delicious food and
humour. Another important aspect of my life in the UK is
the English language itself. I learned English in school and
since then I have spoken it frequently. But living in the UK
and talking to native speakers every day is different. I have
always liked and enjoyed the English language, but I have
never been fascinated by it. This has changed now. Every
day I discover a new side of this language, may it be one of
its various beautiful dialects or its tendency to be modest,
simple and deeply poetic at the same time. My experience
with this language has by far exceeded the stage of mere
“improvement”; I am in the midst of a process of real discovery and I enjoy every word I hear or speak.
Here, I’ve only been able to offer a few sketches of what my
life in the UK is like, but I think it’s very clear that I’m having
a wonderful time, full of learning and experiencing. I want
to thank the British Chamber of Commerce in Germany for
its generous support, which has played an integral role in
making my wonderful new experiences possible.

Tim Karolewicz, Berlin
(currently in Cambridge)

