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Life upon the wicked stage
For me, as a musical theatre actress and singer, London
is simply the place to be. The immense diversity of both
West End and Off-West End theatres is fascinating
and inspiring. Not without good reason, it is regarded
as the cultural capital of the world. I was lucky enough
to do my undergraduate studies in musical theatre at
the Berlin University of Arts. As one of ten students, I
studied singing, acting and dance intensively for four
years. In 2010, I graduated with distinction and began
working as an actress in various theatres all over
Germany, playing lead roles such as Eliza Doolittle in
My Fair Lady. After four years of working professionally,
I felt it was time to refocus and take a step back from
my professional career in order to study once more. The
one-year postgraduate musical theatre course at the
Royal Academy of Music seemed like the perfect thing
for me to do – it has certainly proven to be. The course
is hugely intense. My day at the Academy starts at 8:40
with a physical workout and a dance class. In the course
of the day, we have acting classes, individual singing
and repertoire lessons, voice tutorials and rehearsals
for projects and performances, usually until 21:00. This
intensity grants us the absolute maximum of input and
time with our teachers that we could possibly get – a
true privilege, as we are working with famous directors,
composers and conductors.
Through cultural and intellectual exchange with my
teachers and fellow students, I am not only improving my
technical abilities, but am also learning a lot about myself.

On November 30th, we hosted a concert at the Prince
Edward Theatre in London's West End. To celebrate 20
years of musical theatre at RAM, we performed Curtain
Up! together with the Royal Academy of Music Orchestra
– a once-in-a-lifetime experience. Debuting on a West
End stage has been the highlight of my first three months
here in London. I want to express my deep gratitude to
the BCCG Foundation and of course the Anglo-German
Club. The award has been a huge help and a great load
off my shoulders. It has allowed me for example to take
on an extra course at the Academy, namely the Licentiate
of the Royal Academy of Music (LRAM). Alongside my
regular lessons, I am now studying to become a certified
voice and performance teacher. Once I've received my
LRAM Diploma, I'll be licensed to teach internationally.
Thanks to everyone involved in the decision to grant
me this award, and to everyone who has so generously
sponsored it. It is a great gift that people care about and
an investment in cultural and academic exchange and the
future of our society.

Karoline Goebel, Kassel
(currently in London)

Studying in “the Bubble” – A Masters at the University of St Andrews
When I started looking for possible universities to do a
Masters programme in international relations, I quickly
recognised that there was only a handful of suitable
places in Germany. As fate would have it, I was not
thinking outside the box. When one of my best friends
got admitted to the University of St Andrews, she pointed
out its well-known IR department. The university is known
among many as the place where Prince William and his
wife studied and first met; yet I was thrilled to discover
that it also has a whole school of international relations,
offering various master programmes. I applied for
admission to the Peace and Conflict Studies programme,
and shortly afterwards received an offer. I didn’t think
twice and happily accepted.
Since September, I have been living and studying in the
small town of St Andrews on the east coast of Scotland.
Coming originally from a big city like Berlin, my choice
has often raised eyebrows. In St Andrews, I only need
to walk five minutes to reach the library and my lectures
– and a maximum of 10 to pass right through town. But
I like it here a lot. Who else can say they study in the
cradle of golf, or take a study break by walking along the
beach? But not only have the surroundings made life here
great so far. My programme has enabled me to gain new
knowledge and to study in depth what leads to conflict in
the world, and which measures and requirements would
be necessary to achieve what we call peace. Especially
in light of daily developments all over the planet, this

field of political science is as relevant as ever. We are a
very international group in the programme, which allows
different opinions to be shared and discussed. At first,
I had to get accustomed to a totally different system of
teaching and studying, but I’m now used to it, and very
much enjoy the way lecturers treat us as equals, and
value our opinions as much as everyone else’s, while
gladly advising and assisting us.
I cannot wait for the second part of the Masters programme,
and can only hope the experiences and adventures will
continue as they have so far. Studying with interesting,
fantastic people while living in a hall amongst people from
all over the world has brought friendships for life. And
Scotland’s impressive nature, culture and kind people are
more than nice added benefits. I would like to thank the
British Chamber of Commerce in Germany and British
Airways for my scholarship, which is allowing me to enjoy
these opportunities even more and make the most of them.

Jacqueline Westermann, Hürth
(currently in St Andrews, Scotland)

